Selby & District Beekeepers
The Proposal
“that a new district association based in Selby be granted association status within YBKA.”

Introduction
The geographical location of existing district associations that surround Selby, are supported by large urban
populations being conveniently located in densely populated areas. This provides a large base of
candidates that can be targeted as potential beekeepers or whom already have an interest in becoming
beekeepers and learning the craft.
The area surrounding the township of Selby is currently supported by Barkston Ash Beekeepers who, unlike
other associations, are a rural association and do not benefit from such dense populations. Neither do they
benefit from the financial support of local authorities. As a consequence, this presents issues for potential
beekeepers surrounding the Selby area whom do not care to travel the distance to their nearest association
and so miss the opportunity to become a beekeeper. A district association based in Selby would be ideally
situated to attract new members into the craft from areas where beekeeping activity is at a minimum.

Service Area
The map below highlights seven district associations within YBKA that surround Selby. It will be seen from
the map that there is a vast area to the south and the east that can be easily be serviced and supported by
an association based in Selby. Currently, little is known of beekeepers who may be practicing the craft in
this area and there is much potential to be gained.

Page 1 of 2
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Community Apiary – A Place of Learning
An association based in Selby will also benefit from the support of Selby Town Council or Selby District
Council who are actively supporting local community initiatives. Selby Beekeepers are already in talks with
local council for the provision of a community apiary and they have shown keen interest in the
development of this facility. Plans for a new style of apiary with a “bee free zone” have been drawn up and
have been received with enthusiasm by local councils. Such a facility would be run and managed by Selby
Beekeepers and used for the training of new beekeepers, general education, demonstrations and school
visits with 24/7 access for authorised beekeepers. Images are not to scale.

Community Involvement
Selby Beekeepers are already actively involved with local primary schools and have a regular annual
presence at Barlby Primary School. For the last two years, a presentation has been given to Key Stage 1
pupils (Reception and Year 1) after which the children get to observe live bees in their classroom with the
use of an Observation Hive. It is hoped this will be extended to other primary schools in the Selby
catchment area.
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