Letter of support: template and notes
Thank you for supporting the YBKA. This letter will be used as evidence in our opposition to the trade mark application for "The Yorkshire Beekeeper". The next page is the letter itself. Here’s how to fill it in.
Filling it in
1. Complete everything highlighted in yellow, then remove the highlighting.
1. Use your own words wherever you can. A mix of real, personal letters carries far more weight than a pile of identical ones.
1. Keep to what you know first-hand. If a sentence in brackets isn’t true for you, delete it.
1. The sentence about the threat of legal action is for people who have seen it themselves, or have been on the receiving end. If that isn’t you, leave it out.
1. If you can, add a specific example of how you use the phrase, such as a honey label, a market stall sign, a website or a talk. A photo or screenshot helps and can be attached to your email.
Your details
Your letter may be submitted to the UK Intellectual Property Office, and the other side may see it. You can give just your town or area instead of a full home address, and leave out your phone number. Your name and District are the important parts.
Sending it
Save the completed letter, or scan it if you signed a printed copy, and email it to yorkshirebeekeeper at ybka.org.uk (type it with an @ in place of the word "at"). Please put "Letter of support" in the subject line.
Please don’t contact or reply to anyone else about the case on the YBKA’s behalf. If you receive a letter or message about using the phrase, keep it safe and let us know.
This template is general information and isn’t legal advice.


Statement of support
Trade mark application UK00004307639, "The Yorkshire Beekeeper"  |  Opposition OP000460399
To: The Yorkshire Beekeepers’ Association (Registered Charity No. 509743)
Date: [date]
To whom it may concern,
My name is [full name]. I’m a member of [District] Beekeepers’ Association and of the Yorkshire Beekeepers’ Association (membership number [number, if known]). I live in [town or area] and I’ve kept bees in Yorkshire for [number] years.
I’m writing to say that I use the phrase "Yorkshire beekeeper" to describe myself, and I’ve done so for as long as I’ve kept bees. [Optional: I use it when I (sell honey at markets / talk to schools and community groups / post on social media / label my products / introduce myself at events).] It’s simply an accurate description of who I am and where I keep my bees. I don’t use it to suggest any connection with another person or business.
I believe "Yorkshire beekeeper" is an ordinary descriptive phrase. It belongs to every person who keeps bees in the county, and it shouldn’t be owned or controlled by one individual or business. I don’t think it should be registered as a trade mark by a single party, and I believe the application should be rejected.
I intend to carry on using the phrase to describe myself and my beekeeping, as I always have. I’d be concerned if anyone who does the same was prevented from doing so, or threatened with legal action for it. [Optional, only if you know this first-hand or have seen it yourself: I understand that such a threat has been made to at least one Yorkshire beekeeper.]
I give the Yorkshire Beekeepers’ Association permission to submit this statement as part of its evidence in support of its case that this trade mark should be rejected. I understand it may be seen by the other parties and by the relevant authorities.
What I’ve said above is true to the best of my knowledge and belief.
Yours faithfully,
Signed: ______________________________
Full name: [full name]
District: [District]
Town or area: [town or area]
Contact details (optional): [email or phone]
Date: [date]
